THE

CHEV Y C HA SE CIR CLE

TI M E S

ISSUE NO. 1 | FALL 2018
friendsofchevychasecircle.org

NEW BENCHES
COME TO THE CIRCLE
Thanks Go to the National Park Service
and the Friends of Chevy Chase Circle
For the first time since their
installation in 1956, Chevy Chase
Circle has a full set of new benches
— and now, one of the major
gateways to the nation’s capital
and a neighborhood landmark has
been transformed and restored
thanks to a partnership between
the National Park Service and the
Friends of Chevy Chase Circle.
Funds for the repairs were
obtained in 2016 through a
public-private grant from the
National Park Service’s Centennial
Challenge program. Half of the
$38,000 needed for the benches
was contributed by the Federal
Government, and the other
half was obtained through the
Friends of Chevy Chase Circle

and donations the
group solicited from
residents in D.C. and
Maryland.
All the work was
completed by the
National Park Service,
which deployed the National Mall’s
carpentry shop. Carpenters could
be seen on the Circle on Saturdays
and Sundays throughout April and
into May. They did a great job on
this difficult assignment, which
required special skills. The existing
concrete stanchions had to be
re-drilled. And installing the solid
wood backings and seats was
tricky, because the backs of the
benches encircling the fountain are
curved. The style of the benches is

consistent
with the style
seen at other National Park
Service sites in the District of
Columbia, and it was used at the
Circle to maintain the historical
nature and design of the park.

BET YOU DIDN’T KNOW!
Chevy Chase Circle is our neighborhood landmark, but it is also a
federally-owned property, maintained by the National Park Service.
The Friends of Chevy Chase Circle are working through a public-private partnership to bring community and government stakeholders together to keep the Circle green and vibrant, and to keep
its fountain going for all to enjoy!

MISSION STATEMENT
Friends of Chevy Chase Circle is a local volunteer organization working with the National Park Service to renew, beautify,
maintain and protect the Chevy Chase Circle, a historic landmark and a gateway to the Nation’s Capital.
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IMPROVEMENTS
KEEP COMING

TRIMMING THE AZALEAS
IS A COMMUNITY AND
TROOP EVENT
Along with community members and the help of the
National Park Service, the Venturing Crew of Chevy
Chase’s Boy Scout Troop 255 trimmed the azaleas
in the Circle this past spring as part of a community
service project to allow scouts to achieve the rank of
“Ranger”. By lowering the azaleas’ height, the scouts’
good deed brings the fountain into better view for
passers-by. It also gives the Circle a more tailored
look, and at the same time, improves the health of the
bushes. It is a win-win all around.
The azalea bushes had been growing untamed for
many years until the FoCCC initiated the first “pruning
party” back in 2015. Since then, so as not to endanger
the health of the plants and remove too much of the
greenery at one time, the scouts and the community
each year have banded together in the spring to trim
the azaleas. Azalea bushes of one color or another
have been growing in the Circle for more than 60
years. The current crop of white-flowering azaleas
were planted in 1996 in the four beds surrounding the
fountain.

The Friends of Chevy Chase Circle have been working
to maintain and upgrade the Circle, and some of those
changes are now evident, even to passing motorists.
For instance, the 2,500 red and purple tulips enjoyed
this past spring were purchased last fall by the Friends
of Chevy Chase Circle and planted by the Park Service.
Expect to see tulips again in the spring of 2019,
thanks to an ANC 3/4G grant that will cover the full
purchase cost of the tulip bulbs. Six new willow oaks
were planted in 2017. And for the first time in decades,
when trees come down, there is group to ensure that
replacements are planted and that the full complement
of 30 trees encircling the Circle’s outer perimeter can
be maintained.
A high priority has been to rehab and maintain the
traffic “splitters” immediately north and south of the
circle. These two triangles in the midst of Connecticut
Avenue were weed-infested eyesores. Although past
attempts had been made to address the problem,
there had been no attempt to coordinate the north
and south triangles into one consistent landscaped
design until the Friends of Chevy Chase Circle took on
the project.
With the help of Kristina Kent Gardens, the Friends
of Chevy Chase Circle worked with the National Park
Service on the south triangle and Maryland’s State
Highway Administration on the north triangle to obtain
permits to care for and landscape the triangles. Allium,
Russian sage, coreopsis, veronica, and two species of
grasses were planted among other hearty and droughtresistant perennials. Through the continued donations
and support from residents and businesses surrounding
Chevy Chase Circle, a commercial landscaper has been
hired to maintain the triangles into the future.

CARING FOR OUR TREES
SOMETIMES MEANS
TAKING THEM DOWN

MULCH MADNESS?
Two of the large trees in the northeast quadrant of the Circle were taken down this fall. They had been stricken with a
fungal disease called Hypoxylon canker and were removed
by the National Park Service for the sake of safety in and
around the Circle. One tree was dying, and the other was all
but gone. The canker often invades stressed and damaged
trees, and the recent cycles of drought have been tough on
the Willow Oaks. In 2017, we planted six additional trees in
the Circle. The good news is that those trees are thriving.

The Friends of Chevy Chase Circle have been monitoring
the trees in the Circle. Last spring, we added a mulch ring
around each tree to keep the mowers at bay and to help
maintain moisture in the tree roots. Life on the Circle is not
easy for trees: cars, pollutants, flooding, drought, suseptibility to disease…it is a challenge to keep our trees healthy.
But along with the National Park Service, the Friends of
Chevy Chase Circle are instituting measures to ameliorate
some of the bad stuff…and certainly the mulch can only
help.

WHAT’S UP WITH THE FOUNTAIN
The Chevy Chase Fountain was dedicated by an Act of Congress in 1933, and
because of its historic and artistic merit, it is included in the US Dept. of Interior’s
National Register of Historic Places. Unfortunately, the fountain’s archaic pumping
system is long overdue for an overhaul. There are leaks in the masonry, and the
basin must be relined, to name only two of its problems. But the miracle is that,
thanks to the skilled work of the Park Service, the fountain has been working all
summer and into the fall! It has been a true pleasure for all to enjoy.
But just how long will it be before the fountain’s ailing pumps and eroded basin
break down? The Friends of Chevy Chase Circle are preparing for that eventuality in a number of ways:
• Besides the work FoCCC does to maintain the
landscape on and near the Circle, we are setting
up an endowment fund specifically targeted for the
fountain’s maintenance.
• In anticipation that the dollars needed to refurbish
the fountain will be found through a joint publicprivate partnership, FoCCC has also begun to
explore lighting the fountain’s basin and the water
plume. At night, the Circle and its fountain fade into
darkness, so for both aesthetic and safety reasons,
lighting up the fountain makes sense.

• Authorization to install lighting will need to go
through a number of reviews, at a number of levels,
starting within the community and then moving
on up through the National Park Service and then,
ultimately, the Commission of Fine Arts. By starting
now, FoCCC can have the permits in hand to add
the lighting to the fountain when the funds for
rebuilding and the contractors are ready to go to
work. Thinking about the future makes sense …and
it is in integral part of the FoCCC stewardship of all
things Circle!

FRIENDS OF CHEVY CHASE CIRCLE
WISH YOU A HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON!
This is the dedicated group of community volunteers who form the FoCCC Board
of Directors. FoCCC has no paid staff…that is good news, because every penny
raised by FoCCC goes directly to the care and upkeep of the Circle and its
fountain. Drawing from both DC and Maryland residents, the Board’s mission is
simple: the stewardship of an important community landmark. Keeping the Circle
looking good, pressing for safety concerns with the local authorities, raising
funds, negotiating contracts, and improving the landscaping are all part of what
we do.
On behalf of the community, and as President of FoCCC, I extend a heartfelt
thank you to all members of the Board for all that they and our donors do to
make this community a better and more beautiful place to live.
- Ruth Robbins
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Our Mission: To renew, beautify, maintain and protect Chevy Chase Circle,
a historic landmark and a gateway to the Nation’s Capital.
Please make checks payable to: FOCCC or Friends of Chevy Chase Circle, Inc.
____ $50

____ $100

____ $250

____ $500

____ $1,000

____ Other

For online contributions, go to: FriendsofChevyChaseCircle.org
To mail a contribution, send to: FoCCC, P.O. Box 15523, Chevy Chase MD 20825-15523
Name: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________ /_________________________________________________
Email: ____________________________________________________ Phone: (optional) ___________________________________________
Friends of Chevy Chase Circle, Inc., is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit group of local neighbors and friends from both
DC and Maryland who have banded together as a contractual partner with the National Park Service for
the specific purpose of preserving Chevy Chase Circle as our neighborhood landmark.

Thank you for your contribution and support!

